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Supreme Audit
Institutions: Partners in
good governance for
sustainable
development

In order lo calalyze
change Ihal can
posilively impact
people's Iives, SAis
need to embrace
new challenges
andto
communicate
effectively wilh
sociely, responding
lo its needs and
aspirations ..

by Aroldo Cedraz de Oliveira
President af the Federal Court af Accounts, Brazile

Last September, world leaders ai the United Nations (UN) adopted an ambitious
agenda-a decision lha! has lhe potential to propel nations loward more inclusive
and sustainable development for ali their cilizens. Tha newly approvec
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) lay oul a series af priorities: universal
commitments in areas as diverse as poverty, educatian, infrastructure,
consumption patterns, and climale change. The final text contains 17 objectives
and 169 targets lo be achieved by 2030.

These commiments, if properly implemented, will have a deep impact Dn lhe Iives
ofcitizens worldwide. The international community is now considering the
concrete steps necessary to move this agenda trom paper to reality. E'•.eryone will
have a role to play, from international and regional multilateral institutions to civil
society and the privale sector. However, governrnents have a special
responsibility to deliver on these promises.

The SOGs highlight lhe ever-increasing need for governments to be able to
effectively address complex policy challenges, taking into consideration lhe interconnected and inlegraled
nature ofthe objectives. To transform these global aspirations into realities for people everywhere,
governments will need insight, foresight, and a holistic approach to managing public resources.

To fulfill its envisioned role in lhe SOGs, the public sectar will have lo work diligently notonly on lhe specific
areas mentioned by lhe different objectives, but also to significanUy improve its overall capacity to p an,
implement, and monitor sound policies thal integrate economic, social, and environmental objectives and are
supported by evidence-based decision making.

Governments wanting to contribule with better policies far sustainable development need to ensure resource
management, coordination, and coherence functions are in place, particularly In lhe current macroeconomic
scenario, in which tax limitations require an ongoing evolution regarding the quality of public expenjiture.
These functions have to be rooted on good governance principles,like rule of law, transparency, integrity, and
accountability. This was highlighled by SOG 16, which calls for effective, accountable, and inclusive
institutions. Supreme Audit Institutions (SAis) have a role to play in this regard, as poínted out by two recent UN
resolutions (A/RES/661209 and AJ66/22B) bcusing on activities that are key lo delivering better policies and
programs.

11is Ihis challenge - of how SAis can contribule lo more effeclive government - which motivates TeU and the
OECO in lhe ongoin9 project "Partners for Good Govemance: Ma;lping the role oflhe Supreme Auoit
Institulions." With this ínitiative, we seek to encourage and enrich dialogue wilhin and among SAis, and
between SAis and actors responsible for o'/ersight and Implementatian af lhe governmenl's agenda, in
particular, the executive branch.
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progressive agenda-a partnership for prosperity,
peace, the people, and the planet. " -Aroldo Cedrazde Oliveira

The maio objeetive of lhe project is to enhance the impact of SAis on good governance, exploring how they can
contribule to the improvement cftour keygovernmerot functions (Center of Governmenl Budget. Regulation.
and Internai Conlrols). Each of thesa functions appears in datail in the project's first-phase analytical
framewark. which was developed by a team ofOECD experts, wilh contributions trom TeU and 12 peer
institutions: lhe SAis ofCanada, Chile, the European Unioo, France,lndia, Korea, Mexico, lhe Netherlands.
Poland, Portugal, South Africa. and lhe United States.

Currently, in lhe second phase, lhe OECD has conducted ao ex~ensive survey to colleel good practices on
audiüng center-of1:Jovemment related activities among a diverse group of SAis. These practices will underpin
the development of a good practice guide that, beyond its immediate utility for audit institutions, is expected to
enrich lhe debate among key stakeholde-s on the role of SAis in inducing govemments to become more
strategic, agile, and responsive.ln phase three, a peer review of Brazil's SAI will be undertaken to identify
options for strengthening its role in enhancing sound public governance. At the end of lhe project. Ne hope the
results can also help other SAis meet this responsibilily.

In arder to catalyze change Ihal can positively impact people's lives, SAis need to embrace new challenges
and to communicate effeclively wilh society, responding to its needs and aspirations,lNTOSAI as an
organization, and ali of our individual inslitutions, musl seize this opportunity: to support, within our mandates,
the realization of an ambitious and progressiva agenda-a partnership for prosperity, peace, the people, and
the planeI. SAis can leverage Iheir unique expertise and credibility as independent and trustworlhy institutions
to contribute to effeclive public policy and lhe empowermenl of citizens.
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